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Dear Students, Parents, and Staff, 

As we come to the end of a long and demanding              
autumn term, I would like to take a moment to reflect, 
celebrate, and say thank you to our whole school                
community. 

The darker mornings, longer evenings, and relentless 
pace of learning require resilience and commitment 
from everyone. Our students have worked hard, shown 
determination, and demonstrated real strength in the 
way they have approached their learning. This term is 
now behind us, and that achievement should not be underestimated. 

One of the great strengths of our school is the importance we place on enrichment and extra 
activities and this edition of Arrow News captures some of what we do. These experiences are 
not an ñadd-onò; they are crucial. They build character, confidence, teamwork and ambition. 
Whether through sport, the arts, clubs, trips, or wider opportunities, these moments help young 
people discover who they are and who they can become. 

I am also proud of the student leadership shown this term and many of them have produced and 
supported this publication. Many of our students have stepped forward, grasped opportunities, 
and taken responsibility for developing themselves and supporting others. These experiences 
shape future leaders and reinforce the message that success comes from involvement,                        
courage, and a willingness to try. 

As we look ahead to January, we do so with optimism. A new term brings new beginnings. It 
brings clarity and purpose. There is no magic formula for success ð only hard work, grit, and  
determination. These are qualities we will continue to nurture and expect as we move forward 
together. 

To our parents and carers, thank you. Your support, calmness, and collected teamwork with the 
school make a real difference. Education is a partnership, and your encouragement at home  
underpins everything we do in school. 

I wish you all a peaceful, restful, and joyful Christmas. May the break provide time to recharge, 
reconnect, and look forward to the opportunities that the new year will bring. 

With warmest wishes, 

aŀǘ wŀǎƘΣ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ 

This issue of Arrow News uses our SMSC Symbols in the bottom corners of  each page to identify the range 

of opportunities for personal development at Arrow Vale. 

 

 

CEIAG - Careers Education  Information, Advice & Guidance 

Social Spiritual Moral Cultral CEIAG 
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Arrow Vale Remembers! 

For this yearôs Remembrance 
display, students were asked to 
create a poppy to be featured in 
a group presentation. They had 
complete freedom to do this  
however they wanted, and it was 
wonderful to see such a big          
variety of approaches to creating 
their pieces. Thank you to all of 
the students (and staff!) that took 
part ï I think youôll agree that it is 
a wonderful display of thoughtful 
art work, showcasing lots of                 
talent. 



Honouring Remembrance Day : 
A Proud Moment for Oscar 
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On Sunday 9th November, Redditch Town Centre came together                   
for its annual Remembrance Day Parade. Among the crowds of                              
veterans, members of the Royal Navy, Army, Royal Air Force, Scouts, 
Girl Guides, Cubs and Beavers, one of our own students was proudly 
taking part: Oscar W., from 10D2, who has been a committed member 
of the Churchill Army Cadet Force for the past year and a half. 

Oscar marched with his troop through the town centre before joining 
the service that followed. The                          
atmosphere was reflective and                        
respectful as the community 
paused to remember those who 
lost their lives in service to the 
country. 

 After the parade, Oscar spoke 
about what the day meant to him. 
ñI felt really proud to be able to        
attend the service,ò he said. ñItôs 
important that we remember 
those who have sacrificed their 
lives for this country.ò 

 Oscarôs involvement in the            
parade is something he can truly 
be proud of, and weôre proud of 
him too.   His dedication to 
the Cadet Force and the 
respect he showed 
throughout the event were 
a credit to both his troop 
and our school. 

 



Script to Screen Workshop 
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On the 17
th
 of November, Year 12 

and 13 Film Studies students              

visited Warner Bros Studios in 

Watford to get an insight into the 

magical creation of the Harry  

Potter film franchise. 

When we arrived, we were taken 

upstairs to attend a script to 

screen workshop, where we 

learnt about the extensive                 

process of bringing a film to life, 

from the initial idea up until the 

distribution process. In the               

workshop there were genuine 

props that had been used in the 

film, like wands, costumes, and 

even Hagridôs ódead headô that 

was worn by his stunt actor. We 

were also able to see white card models of 

the set designs, like Hagridôs hut, and the 

storyboards that inspired the filmôs               

cinematography which were useful to see 

in the development of our own storyboards 

for our coursework.  

After this we took a self-guided tour 

through the magical world of Harry Potter, 

starting in the Great Hall, decked with 

Christmas decorations, all the way to a 

scale model of the Hogwarts Castle. We 

walked through a range of set designs, like 

the moving staircase, classrooms, and 

common rooms, and were able to read 

about all the small details and how they 

were designed for the films. We stepped 

onto Platform 9Ĳ and saw a life-size model of the Hogwarts Express, as well as having the opportunity 

to try some Butterbeer for refreshments. The highlight of my day was being able to walk through a 

snowy Diagon Alley and seeing all the shops in detail that I had recognised from the films, as well as 

seeing the Hogwarts Castle model to round off the tour. The trip was not just a magical experience, but 

also informative into all the roles that go into making a film as immersive and as detailed as it can        

possibly be.  

Article by Lola  



Exciting News:                         
Thank you to the National Lottery 

Community Fund! 
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We are absolutely delighted to announce that our school youth centre has received generous fund-

ing from The National Lottery Community Fund, made possible thanks to National Lottery                    

players and our local community. 

This vital support means that our youth centre can now remain open until January 2027, offering a 

welcoming, safe and engaging space for our young people to enjoy.  We are incredibly grateful to 

the National Lottery. 

Thanks to this funding, we will continue to run our free weekly sessions for students: Tuesdays: 

6pm - 8pm and Fridays : 6.30pm - 9.30pm. 

These sessions provide a consistent opportunity for students to socialise, take part in fun and            

creative activities, build friendships, and receive support in a positive environment. 

Our youth centre is more than just a space - itôs a lifeline for many young people.   With this              

support, we can continue to invest in their wellbeing, growth and confidence for the next year and 

beyond. 

Weôll be sharing regular updates, photos and  stories from your youth centre, so please follow us on 

Instagram at @avyouthclub to keep up with everything happening! 

Once again, a huge thank to the National Lottery Community Fund and everyone who plays the        

National Lottery.  You are making a real difference in our community. 
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Girls Fixtures & Clubs 
Netball 

Year 9 Netball  

Year 9 played a tournament against our local schools.  

The girls showed great teamwork, shooting, defending, 

and passing. The girls have only competed in a few 

matches together, and are getting better and better every 

time! 

Honey A.; Ibby F.; Paige F.; Elsie H.; Marcy H.; Freya M.; 

Miley N.;          Isabelle OôF.; Eden O.; Danai P.; Barbara 

S.; Connie S.; Isabel S.;          Bethany W.; Millie W. 

Year 10 Netball 

Year 10 team competed against our local schools in a 

tournament. They shown some great, shooting,                    

defending, and passing.   Also great teamwork was 

shown with the girls encouraging each other to do well!

Daniella B.; Torrie G.; Elsa L.; Millie M.; Elena P.; Abigail 

R.; Emilia T.; Farrah W.; Kearney W.; Darcey W.; 

 

Football  

Girlôs football has got off to a good start! We have only played one fixture as of yet, but there are many 

more to come!!  

Fixtures: 

Under 14ôs  - Year 9  

Arrow Vale VS Tudor Grange Worcester ï Unfortunately the girls lost this game 6-2. However, the 
scoreline didnôt reflect the result. We had lots of chances on goal throughout the game. The girls didnôt 
give up and continued to work hard until the final 
whistle. The girls played some great football, and 
all worked hard for each other!  
 
The following students who took part in the 
football match: 
 

 
Year 9 

Eden O.; Holly B.; Honey A.; Freya M.; Layla S.; 

Isabel S.; Alexia P.; Milly B.; Felicity M.;                              

Summer-Grace T.; Elsie H.; Miley N.; Lacey T.; 
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Under 15ôs  - Year 9 & 10 

Arrow Vale 4 VS 0  North                    
Bromsgrove ïThe girls played 
against North Bromsgrove winning 
4-0. some great football, and all 
worked hard for each other! Isabel 
S. scored 2 and Lacey T.  scored 2. 
With one of them being a screamer! 
The girls played some really good football, passing to each other and using the space out wide to attack 
their defence. 
 
The following students who took part in the football match: 
 

 
Year 9  

Eden O.; Holly B.; Honey A.; Freya M.; Isabel S.; Alexia P.; Milly B.; Felicity M.; Summer-Grace T.;     

Elsie H.; Miley N.; Lacey T.;  

Year 10 

Phoebe F. and Jessica G.  
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Geography Fieldwork 
This term, our Year 12 and 13 Geography students took part in a fascinating fieldwork trip to London, 

exploring two very different urban environments as part of their A-level studies. 

The day began with a minibus             

journey to Stratford, where students 

spent the morning walking through 

the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park. 

Once an industrial area, Stratford 

has seen major regeneration since 

the 2012 Olympics. Students                

investigated how this transformation 

has changed the character and 

identity of the areaðwhat                        

geographers call "the concept of place." As part of their fieldwork, they carried out environmental quality 

surveys, took photographs for later analysis, and conducted questionnaires with members of the public 

to gather a range of perspectives on the changes. 

In the afternoon, the group headed to Brick 

Lane, a vibrant and culturally rich part of East 

London. Here, the focus shifted to how the 

Bangladeshi community has shaped the area 

over time. Students explored the streets, noting 

the influence of migration on the built                     

environment, local businesses, and cultural       

identity. They continued their investigations with 

more surveys and photo analysis, comparing the 

two locations and reflecting on how different 

communities contribute to the sense of place. 

The following week, the same Year 12 and 13 students took to the streets of Redditch town centre to 

carry out a local fieldwork investigation focused on the concept of "changing places." 

The aim of the day was to explore whether Redditch could be considered a "clone town"ða place                 

dominated by chain stores and lacking a distinct local identity ð 

or whether it retains a unique character shaped by its community 

and history. Students visited key locations around the town             

centre, observing how the space is used by local people and how 

the built environment reflects (or resists) the pressures of                  

commercial homogenisation. 

These trips were a brilliant opportunity for students to apply their 

classroom learning to real-world settings, and to develop key 

fieldwork skills that will support their coursework and exam              

preparation. A big thank you to the Geography department for organising such an insightful and                      

engaging day! 

Article by Mrs Weynberg 
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An Experience of a Lifetime! 

Brody, A. in Year 10, got to have an experience of a 

lifetime.   Brody and a fellow cadet from 216 

(Redditch) Squadron, were lucky enough to be se-

lected for a special Air experience flight in which 

they spent the day looking out the back of an RAF 

Chinook as it took flight! 

 



So M C 

 

Our school went all out for Children in Need this year, and 

the results were incredible! Thanks to everyoneôs                             

enthusiasm, generosity, and love of fun, we raised an             

amazing Ã598.82 for this brilliant cause. 

The day was packed with activities. We had a casual wear day and the teddy 

tombola and cake sale were busy from start to finish. The competitions were just 

as exciting, guess the number of sweets in the jar and name the teddy had                   

everyone putting their guesses to the test. 

But without a doubt, the most popular activity was Guess the Teacher from the 

Baby Photo. Crowds gathered around the board all day, pointing, laughing, and 

arguing over who was who. Some were easyé others, not so much! 

A huge thank-you to everyone who took part, donated, baked, or helped run the 

stalls. Together, we made a fantastic difference for Children in Need, and had a 

brilliant time doing it! 

Children In Need 
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Childrenõs Mental Health Week 

Our aim was to raise awareness for childrenôs mental health week but  

our bake sale and yellow ribbon stall also helped us raise an impressive 

Ã95.52 for Young Minds, a charity supporting young peopleôs mental 

health. 

Students and staff enjoyed delicious homemade treats and proudly 

wore their yellow ribbons to show support. A huge shout-out to Jacob M, 

who was our top fundraiser and played a big part in helping us reach 

this total. 

Thank you to everyone who baked, donated, and supported the eventð

together, we made a real difference! 



Christmas Hampers 

Here are a selection of the fabulous hampers that our 

students have produced this year.    

We thank our families for their generosity in                    

donated food items for the hamper boxes, which 

have now been delivered to a local foodbank. 

Hopefully with the help of your donations it will 

make life a little easier for struggling families in the 

Redditch area. 

Well done and a huge thank you to 

all.  Merry Christmas! 
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Christmas Card 

Thank you to the students who took part in the Art 

Christmas Card competition.  Here is the wining art 

work, by Elena P in Year 10.  This was chosen to           

become Arrow Valeôs Official Christmas Card.   

So Sp M C  



New Code Club Launch 
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We are excited to share news about the launch of a brand-new Code 
Club, running every Tuesday lunchtime and open exclusively to Year 
9 and Year 10 students. Whether completely new to coding or          
already building digital creations, the club offers a welcoming space 
to explore, experiment and develop a range of valuable digital skills. 
 
Affiliated with the global Code Club movement in association with the 
Raspberry Pi Foundation, this extra-curricular opportunity is designed 
to support a wide range of interests and abilities, giving students the 
chance to learn about software development through both                       
block-based and text-based programming languages. For beginners, 
platforms such as Scratch and Micro:bit provide an accessible                      
introduction to key programming concepts through drag-and-drop 
code blocks. These tools make it easy to bring ideas to life ï whether 
itôs creating interactive stories, animations or simple games. 
 
Students who are ready for a greater challenge can explore Python, 
one of the worldôs most widely used programming languages. Used in 
industry, it is ideal for those interested in developing real-world            
computing skills and opens doors to everything from data science to 
software development. The club will also feature creative tools such 
as GameMaker, allowing students to design their own 2D games, and 
Minecraft Education, where coding can shape entire virtual worlds  
using logic and imagination. 
 
This term is the perfect time relaunch of our Code Club as we will        
also be officially celebrating the international Hour of Code event, 
running at the start of December (from Monday 8th to Friday 12

th
). 

This global celebration aims to introduce millions of students to the 
power of computer science, showing that anyone can learn the basics 
and enjoy the process of creating with code. Throughout the week, 
students will have the chance to take part in special coding                 
challenges, tutorials and activities linked to the worldwide event. 
 
Organiser and DLS for IT, Mr Webster, said: ñBy joining us in Code 
Club, students will not only learn technical skills but also develop 
problem-solving abilities, creativity, resilience and teamwork that are 
essential qualities for many future careers. Whether you dream of  
becoming a game developer, engineer, designer or simply want to try 
something new, Code Club offers the perfect opportunity to get         
started. We look forward to welcoming new members every Tuesday 
lunchtime!ò 
 

Article by Mr Webster 




