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 French or Spanish 
 

Course Title 
Spanish A Level 
 

Awarding Body 
AQA 
 

Course Level 
A Level – 2 Years 

Course Description 
An A-level in a modern foreign language helps students develop confident, effective communication skills in 
the chosen language and a thorough understanding of the culture of countries and communities where it is 
spoken. It develops an interest in, and enthusiasm for, language learning and encourages students to 
consider their study of the language in a broader context. 
 
The approach is a focus on how Spanish society has been shaped, socially and culturally, and how it 
continues to change. In the first year, aspects of the social context are studied, together with aspects of the 
artistic life of the country in which the language being studied is spoken. In the second year further aspects 
of the social background are covered, this time focusing on issues such as life for those on the margins of 
Spanish-speaking society as well as looking at the positive influences that diversity brings. Students also 
study aspects of the political landscape in the Hispanic country, looking at immigration from the political 
perspective and at the way in which political power is expressed through action such as strikes and 
demonstrations. They also look at how their peers in the target language country engage in political life. 
    

Course Content 
Students study all sub-themes in relation to any country or countries in which the target language is spoken 
 

• The changing nature of 
family 

• The ‘cyber-society’ 

• The Place of voluntary 
work 

• Positive features of a 
diverse society 

• Life for the 
marginalised 
 
 

• How criminals are 
treated 

• A culture proud of its 
heritage 

• Contemporary 
francophone music 

• Cinema: the 7th art 
form 

• Teenagers, the right to 
vote and political 
commitment 

 

• Demonstrations, 
strikes – who holds the 
power? 

• Politics and 
immigration 

• Grammar 

• A target language film 

• A target language 
novel

Assessment 
• Paper 1: Listening, Reading and Writing 

• Duration: 2 hours 30 minutes; total raw mark: 100 

• Paper 2: Writing 

• Duration: 2 hours; total raw mark: 80 

• Paper 3: Speaking 

• Duration: 21–23 minutes (including 5 minutes supervised preparation time); total raw mark: 60 
  

Progression Routes 

BA Honours in a language, BA Honours joint degree comprising a language and a second subject, BA 
Honours degree major in subject 1 and minor in subject 2 
   

Entry Requirements 
Relevant MFL GCSE Spanish: Level 6 or above.  
 


